
'Meet the Employer
with B&M Bargains and
ALDI'

 
'Meet the employer with
Soothing Aromas'

'Speed Dating Event'

Welcome to our June newsletter from the Big Onion
Youth Hub!

 
I n  t h i s  i s s u e ,  w e  r e p o r t  b a c k  o n  o u r  r e c e n t
E m p l o y e r  S p e e d  D a t i n g  e v e n t ,  w h i c h  s a w  o u r
' p e r f e c t  7 '  e m p l o y e r s  m e e t i n g  w i t h  a r o u n d  3 0  o f
o u r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  f o r  a n  a f t e r n o o n  o f  d i s c o v e r i n g
n e w  s e c t o r s ,  h e a r i n g  a b o u t  l i v e  v a c a n c i e s  a n d
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  ' e x p a n d i n g  t h e i r  h o r i z o n s ! '

W e  a l s o  f e a t u r e  o u r  ' F i r s t  T h u r s d a y  B u s i n e s s  C l u b '
a n d  w i d e r  s u p p o r t  t o  e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,  a  n u m b e r  o f
w h i c h  h a v e  c o m e  f r o m  t h e  Y o u t h  H u b .

A s  u s u a l  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r  a r e  s o m e
r e a l - l i f e  s t o r i e s  o f  y o u n g  p e o p l e  w h o  i t ' s  b e e n  o u r
p r i v i l e g e  t o  w o r k  w i t h  a n d  s u p p o r t  o v e r  t h e  l a s t
m o n t h .

F i n a l l y ,  b a c k  t o  e m p l o y e r s  -  w e  h a v e  n e w  d a t e s
p l a n n e d  f o r  ' M e e t  T h e  E m p l o y e r '  s e s s i o n s  i n  J u l y ,
i n c l u d i n g  t r a d e r s  b a s e d  o u t  o f  T h e  B i g  O n i o n !  

Welcome !

Events that took place
in May and June
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Since the beginning of
2021.. 

680 young people have
joined the Youth Hub at
the Big Onion.
 
240 of these have
secured employment! 

That is
35% !



June 21st was an inspir ing day for around
30 of our youth hubbers at the Big Onion
as 7 employers  -  G4S, Sefton@Work,
Transit ion Care, Alternative Futures
Group, Randstad Education, Sefton
Apprenticeships and North West 
 Ambulance Service - spent the afternoon
engaging with the young people, providing
greater insight into their work,
employment opportunit ies ,  and a chance
to network with them. A number of our
young people have subsequently applied
for opportunit ies with the employers and
we look forward to hearing the outcomes! 

Quotes from young people and employers :
"It was good to talk freely with
employers"  (Josh)
"I  enjoyed that;  it  was great al l  being
inside The Big Onion"  (Poppy)
"I 've deffo got some things to apply for
so nice one!"  (Callum)
 
"A great success" (Sefton
Apprenticeships)
"A fantastic idea" (Randstad Education)
"A different way of doing an employer
event that worked really well"  (Transit ion
Care)

Employer Speed Dating



WILLIAM 

JAMES

BUILDING HIS SKILLS . . .

PLAYING THE RIGHT NOTES . . .

A shy character ,  Wil l iam is a wonderful individual whose
confidence has been evermore growing during his
sessions in the Big Onion, both with the job centre staff
as wel l  as with the Big Onion staff .  His social ski l ls are
constantly improving and Wil l iam is now volunteering in
the Big Onion. 

Under the guidance of Callum, an experienced volunteer
at the Big Onion, Wil l iam is learning the tr icks of the
trade in business .  Overlooking a couple of stal ls in the
Big Onion, Wil l iam has been learning about stock
management, pricing, as wel l  as how to provide excel lent
customer service .  

His enthusiasm is growing, alongside his ski l ls ,  and we
are sure that his t ime at the Big Onion wil l  only boost
his career prospects moving forward

A mus i c  enthus ias t ,  James ' s  des i re  to  work  in  the
wor ld  of  mus i c  was  ev ident  f rom day one .  He
prev ious ly  worked in  hosp i ta l i t y  but  i t  was  not
the  long te rm so lu t ion  for  James .  Mus i c  had to
p lay  more  of  a  par t .  

Wi th  the  suppor t  a t  the  B ig  Onion ,  James  was
ab le  to  have  a  new ,  f resh  CV that  cou ld  bes t  se l l
h i s  qua l i t i e s  and pass ions  that  cou ld  dr ive
success  in  whatever  workp lace  was  to  take  h im
on .  H i s  greater  grasp on  in te rv iews  on ly  boos ted
h i s  conf idence ,  and i t  became on ly  a  matter  o f
t ime before  the  r ight  job  wou ld  present  i t se l f  to
h im .  

Now ,  James  has  found employment  in  the  wor ld  of
mus i c ,  work ing on  s tag ing and sound sys tems for
a  company that  prov ides  such  serv i ces  at  b ig
events  across  the  count ry !



First Thursday Business Club
On the first Thursday of each month, The Big Onion hosts a business club
(hence the name!) which involves people of all ages and stages - including
young people from our Youth Hub - but with one thing in common; they are on
the journey of self-employment. For some, this wil l  be understanding some of
the key principles of enterprise and working out whether self-employment is the
right option for them, others wil l  have already taken some early steps and need
to think about the next ones, whereas for others, they may need to work on
specific matters about working 'ON' their business, not just ' IN' their business -
product / service development, identifying and increasing their customer
pipeline, managing resources and marketing / social media. 

The monthly sessions are l ively and very well attended. Alongside, and
underpinning this ,  we give one-to-one support to individuals as they work to
progress their business idea, through test trading, to practical support around
registering with HMRC and incorporation.

One of our recent enterprise clients is Maya who has founded an enterprise
called Pea; an exciting tech company who are seeking venture capital funding.
She's organising funding from Dubai and New York, and is determined to add
social value in Widnes, Toxteth and Aigburth as her business grows. We're very
excited for both Pea and Maya personally! 



For any Youth Hub participants interested in
finding out more about the work of the emergency
services (pol ice,  f ire ,  ambulance) and how to get
in and move forward in a career ,  we are hosting a
‘Blue Light ’  event with representatives from the
emergency services ,  led by our great NHS contact ,
Claire .  

 
This  i s  the chance to f ind out about what
work ing in these serv ices i s  real ly  l ike and what
is  involved from those on the front l ine .

 
Additional to the emergency services within the
NHS - Claire and her team can support any
application for any role that comes under the
umbrel la of ‘care and support ’  and point in the
direction of roles to suit individuals that they
hadn’t previously considered!

 
The event  i s  happening on 5 th  Apr i l ,  10 - 12  am
at  The B ig Onion ,  Boot le .

 
To book a place for yourself ,  or a customer,
please email us at
youth@expandinghorizons.co.uk

 
We’re looking forward to what wil l  be a real ly
insightful and inspir ing session!

Blue Light Event @
The Big Onion

Meet The Employers!
"What is working l ife l ike?"

We think it 's vital that our young people
speak to as many organisations and
businesses as they can, as this can really help
them 'get on the same page' as employers ,
and strengthen their job applications .  

In May, we had sessions with ALDI, B&M
Bargains as well as Jo, one of the Big Onion
Traders,  who runs a store called Soothing
Aromas. Here opportunities were shared, work
l ife was discussed as well as advise for those
looking for work. See below for our sessions
planned for July . . .

To come to any of these sessions, email us
at: youth@expandinghorizons.co.uk

Sports

Traider

Big Onion

Traders

TSB Bank

Aldi



The Big Onion,
116 - 118 The Palatine,
Strand Shopping
Centre,
Bootle
L20 4SU

Thanks for
reading
and we'l l
see you

next
month!


